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Pro ud Patred pauct, poft 
premiis propafitis, vitam 


enus hominum uatum, reperti funt; gui uullis 
uam famamg; Hoftium telis objecerint. 


Cicero pro C. Balbo. 





HE Art of Giving iain the Judgment of 


Seneca, avery nent; and by 
this Rule the Art of Preferring, which is 
fo much above the of Common Life, 
ought to be confider'd as one of the firk 


Accomplifhments neceflary to place Great Men at the 
Head of Affairs, and to continue them in that Station. 
Every Publick Minifter is, in vertue of that Character, 
a fort of Body Politick, branch’d out into great Variety 
of Subordinate Hands Eyes, and other Members, 
all depending on the Head; et fo, as thar the Head has 
alfo a good ihare of Dependence upon them ; and ac- 
conlingly as thefe are well chofen and fet tegerher, fo 
the whole Politician a&ts, moves, and performs all his 
Operations. Not only our Fortunes, but our Reputa- 
tions, are in fome meafure at the Mercy of our Dome- 
ficks: And this Confiderationis of much greater mae 
in that Intercourfe which is between a Statefman and his 
Clients. A happy Judgment in this fingle Arc, has fe- 
curd fome Favourites in the Poffeffion of Power, ae 
the moft apparent Foibles and Defeéts in their Chara- 
Gers, and been the means of tranfimitting their Names, 
without that Alloy, in full Luftre to Pofterity, 

In a Country rey Parties are hen Ane, and 
every day tugging for,Superiority, this Art is ftull more 
hel and nent. _& great Man moving in fuch a. 
Sphere muft be lookd on as always at War, and in a 

ilirary State ; and then his Dependents may be juftly 
efleem’d as fo many Outworks and Fortifications ; they 
are his Guards and his Armour : No Induftry, no Fore- 
fight ought to be omitted in the Choice and Proof of 
what muft ferve to Defend as well as Adorn him, 

Thar which makes thjs Art fo very difficult, is the 
nice Difternment neceflary to the difcovering and judg- 
ing of true Merit, which alone can deferve Preferment, 
- 





t being naturally Modeft and Retired, often efcapes 
otice of Men in Power; who are under a neceflity 
of feeing with other Eyes, and muft frequently fearch for 
it byProxy. In the mean time there are fo many Coun- 
terfcits of Merit, contijually haunting the Apartments 
of a rite, watching his Humours and unguarded 
Hours, and playing over all the Arts of pppoe and 
Infinuation ; that the moft rigid Vertue and penetrating 
fudgment is fometimes forc’d to furrender to their Im, 
rtunities. Thefe Creatures are never tired with the 
igue of Addrefs and Attendance ; they can v 
well afford vo ftand all Tryals, endure any Expence, ps 
fuffer the of fhocking Indignities, hecaufe they expect 
to be reimburs'd, when all their Views are anfwer'd, 
and they have attain’d the Power of @reating Perquifites, 
or'the happy Opportunity of Betraying : Whilft true 
Merit is under fo Tedmpration to fubmit to any of thefe 
Hardthips, fince it never intends to reap rhe fame’ Ady 
vantages, He who onily propofes to ferve his Co A 
will not undergo one Burden, purely for the fake of 
taking up another; and therefore is eafily prevail’d upon 
to quit his‘Claim, fo foon as ever he finds that he muft 
be very Little, before he can have 4 proiet of being 
Great ; and that the goodnefs of his Tirle as the reafon 


of his being deny'd Poffefion. Hence it is that almoft 
all our modern Levees are in effect Nurferies of Difguit 
and Treachery. 

~ The Art of Preferring was certainly in PerfeStion 
under theReign of Augujfis. The Court of Rome feem’d 
at thar time to be an Afflembly of all the great Men in 
the World, J believe i: svould be no hard Task, anda 


very pleafant one, to colle& an entire Civil Lij?, thé 
Charasters as well as Names, from the Writings of the 
Polite Men of that Age, withour comehts any other 
Records or Monuments whatever. It is with us at this 
time no mean Accomplifhment to be able to admire, as 
we ought, the Works of thofe Authors, who thought 
the moit exalted Powers of Wit and Learning well eme 
loy’d in doing fuftice to theix,Governors, All the Fa- 
Bious Remains of the Commonwealth were foon dif- 
persd; and if there were any Libels againft the Gow 
vermment, they had not Spirit enough to keep them 
alive till now: Whilft to our thinking the Court of A 
sulin is ftill in its Splendor ; even th has not Jaid 
that Miniftry ; fcarce any one of them deferv’d to 
furvive the reft; they were all worthy to grow Immor- 
tal together, This happy Choice was owing to the ex- 
cellent Judgment of As Prince and his firft Favourites 
and to a General Peace which at that time overfpread 
the Empire. 

King Charles ll, a moft accurate Judge of Men, gave 
very convincing Proofs of his underftanding this Art ; 
and kept clofe to all its Mexims, in the difpofal of 
Church Preferments ; but it muft ke own’d his Secular 
Minifters were not always fo well chofen; whether it 
were that the good-natur’d Monarch was too apt to take 
Councel of his Pleafures in the beftowing of many of 
his Favours, or becaufe he fuffer'd that accurfed Spirit, 
which had play’d fach Gambols in the preceding Reign’ 
to haye too much awe upon his beft Refolutions, Kia 
certain, that Loyalty was very much damp’d and kept 
under at that time, and has hardly recover'd the Shock 
ever fince. The King, when it was toolate, faw his Error : 
Juft as his Paffions declin’d, his good Senfe began to exert 
it felf; whilft the true Genius of the Englifh Nation re- 
viv'd at the fame time ; and if Providence had been ° 
ey to overlook our Sins, and fet the Five unhappy 

ears of his Brother’s Reign to his own Account, ha 
had, in all probability, deriv'd down to us our Religion, 
Laws and Properties, in perfect Purity, without that 
we Mixture of the Waters of Strife, which have 
fince found their way into the Stream, and run down 
together in the fame Channel, 

Since the Revolution, there feems to have been a {tu 
died Defign carry’d on for many Years to deprive the 
Crown, not only of the Art, bur even the Roan of 
Preferring, The Late King, who had the Misfortune 
net to be Born or Educated among us, upon his fertling 
there, was immediately furrounded with a fet of Faces, 
who look’d wild at Court, like Creatures out of their 
Element, and not altogether fo Venerable as the Phyzes 
of their Forefathers, when aflembled in a Committee of 
Safety, or of Sequeftrations: But Noife, Hurry, outra- 
geous Zeal, and the Clamour of Services, as exorbitant 
as their Grants, ferv'd to introduce them; and then 
their own Guilt and well-grounded Fears, put them 
upon all the indirect Meafures imaginable, * which 
they praétis'd upon that Monarch and his Succeffor, in 
order to make themfelves neceflary, to fecure their 
own Power, and render it, if poflible, Independent of 
the Prerogative. However, to do the Old Miniftry 
ss they difcover’d fome faint Glimpfes in this Art ; 

ut the Necefliry of Affairs, and the Nature of thofe 
Defigns in which they were embark’d, obliged them 
to depart from fevera eftablifh’d Rules, T ey took 
particular care to prefer none, but fuch as would fwal- 
low all their Secret Tefts > fuch gs they knew were ine 
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violable their ovin, or who had difimguifh’d themfelves 
yn thei Service : Axid whenever they paid any regard 
to Arts and Sciences, they had their Account in 
making them fome way or other fubfervient to the main 
Caufe. All cheir own Wit, and that of their Creatuites, 
was eniploy’d in d&guifing their true Characters. I have 
heard fome of their moft unprejudic’d Friends complain, 
that Preferments often went in the Blood ; and that 
Offices were fill’d out of the Genealogical Table : But 
their wor Management lay deeper; they had many 
Vices to gratify, and fome Interefts to carry on; diretly 
contrary to the Safety and ‘Welfare of their Country :” 
Men of good Senfe and great Vertue, Men of Con- 
feience and Reputation, were not proper Agents for 
fuch a Work: e€ was no great occafion of Merit, 
but of Tools and Urtenfils; Creatures whofe Iniquity 
was to be their Service and their Wages; who were 
rais'd from the Dirt, on purpofe to be employ’d in Af- 
fairs becoming their Original ; and whofe fhare in the 
Guilt, as well as Plunder, was the only Tie upon their 
Fidelity. Hence it is, that our Streets are crouded with 
fo many gay Upftarts, outfhining our Quality in Fur- 
niture, and Equipage. Our Engli/b Gentry, with the 
antiquated Badges and Vertues of their Forefathers, are 
perfectly loft in a Blaze of thefe Meteors. We have 
feen Footmen remov'd from behind the Coach into the 
infide, and the Livery leff off for the lac'd Coat. Prin- 
ces have been made out of Pages, Chancellors out of 
Clarks, and the white Staff and blue Ribbon beftow'd 
as Play-Things upon. the Laquey and By-blow. Merit 
i fets afide many Diftinctions; but inthe pre- 
fent Cafe the /ate Miniftry have good. reafon to be- 
wail their Miftakes ; for I think it is pretty notorious, 
that they fell, not only ufder the Weight of their own 
Sins, but thofe of their Minions and Deputies. 

Great Men are not without their Foibles and Paffions, 
they have their private Interefts and Attachments to 
Nature: Nor can we fuppofe they would value Power, 
unlefs for the fake of doing Good among thofe who are 
nedr or agreeable to them : But if particular Care be not 
taken to proportion the Place to the real Merit and in- 
trinfick Value of the Man, the Publick will faffer, and 
the Sratefman-bear a Part in the frailties and defects of 
his Friend, 

Several Arguments, efpecially of late, have been 
urg’d for uniting and blending the two Parties; be- 
caufe the Whigs, according to the Tory Scheme, being 
naturally Ravening and Coveteus, might perhaps be 
brib’d to be Good, by a partition of Power and Profit. 
The Experiment may be fatal ; and plainly contradicts 
their own Maxims. Indeed great Allowances ought to 
be made for thofe who were mifled, and are willing to 
be fet right. Converts were ever usd with Tender- 
nefs; but they muft alfo fybmit to take their due time 
of Trial ; upon Jeaving an infected Cuarter, they muft 
be obliged to perform Quarentine ; and a double Por- 
tion of Zeal and Service may be demanded as the Teft of 
their Sinceriry. Befides thefe, there may be fome other 
excepted Cafes, as when we imagine thofe to be Ene- 
mies, whe were really Spies; and who muft be taken 
care of : For no ot Sportfman ever yet ftarv'd his 
Decoy Ducks ; Ox when it is expedient to expofe here 
and there a bufie Partifan, and draw him into one ortwo 
Votes, to make his Reconciliation witi his old Friends 
impracticable, and to feaure him from a Relapfe : But if 
falfe Hopes and chimerical Fears prevail upon the eafie 
Temper of a Statefinan, to attempt a Coalition of 
Friends and Foes; if he pays his Deferters better than 
his regular Troops, and beats up for Voluntiers in the 
Encmy’s Country; Fidelity wil be made a Jeft, Trea- 
chery faelr Meritorious,and Men of Abilities will find 
their Intereft in oppofing the Government, and promot- 
ing Faétion as a Step to Preferment ; rhan which there 
can be no worfe Sign ofa fickly declining Body Politick. 

Some Men are fo confpicuous in the Sphere where 
fley move, the publick Voice fpeaks fo well of them, 
and {© many good Withes are every Day pour’d out for 


- ghem, thar upon the leaft Enquiry, a Minifter of State, 


when his Lift of Worthies runs low, may eafily procure 
a frefh Supply, without running any great Hazard of 
heing miftaken : And in fuch “th every good 
Man fhares the Honour ; the Publick is preferrd in the 
Perfon of their Favourite, and flands engag’d in new 


Obligations to Duty, and Gratitude. 


‘There are others whofe Services are flesal Marks of 


their Merit, and plead loudly for them.” Not one of 
thefe fhould ever pafs unrewarded. Vertue ought nor 
to be made an empty Name: Religion never requires 
uSto ferveGod for nought; nor fhould his Vice. oo. 

look to have the Devoifs of their Votaries u-”,,, 


eafier Termss We have feen and felt the Efis, .« 


paying a falfe Merit too well: A little of that S-p,,. 
ill make the Dove greater than the Eagle: For to. 


‘wards are the Spring and Life of Action ; efpecially 


we take care to diftinguith between the Recompen-, 
and Expeétation. The French King has built moft of 
his Power and Grandeur upon this Maxim; and tie 
beft Politicians fometimes take Advice of an Enemy, 
in thofe Meafures. which have contributed to make hii. 
Dreaded and Formidable. 

The avow'd Malice and Clamour of a Fétion, may 
alfo ferve to dire&t Men in Power where to place their 
Favours. “Tis not for nothing that the Enemy fingle 
out fome one Mark to fhoot at, and fet him up as the 
common Butt on which to empty their whole Quiver 
of Scandal and Calumny, We may depend on’t they 
take him for a Champion; and. this alone ought to 
entitle him to a Commiffion in the Army where he 
ferves: Such a piece of Management difappoints the 
Foe, and turns their own Weapons upon them ; it re- 
doubles the Courage of all who are lifted in the fame 
Caufe, by making it worth their while to expofe them. 
felves, and keeps alive that Zeal which is the ve/a] Fire 
of every Empire. | 

But the greateft difficulty in this Art is to create Me- 
rit by Preferment, to be able to fpie out the firft Seeds 
of Vertue in its Infancy, to difcover a great Genius in 
Embryo, and to train up a growing Hero in the Paths 
of Honour and Wifdom. This, ina degenerate Avge 
and time of Scarcity, is a double Service to the State ; 
and comes the neareft to the Divine Pattern fet by God, 
who Crowns thofe Vertues which himfelf infpir’d. From 
fuch Favourites the beft Subjects, the greateft Statefinen, 
moft grateful Friends and generous Benefactors, have in 
all Ages arifen; and were ever efteem’d the choices 
Bleffings that could befall a Nation. ' 

How much the prefent Miniftry, to whofe Condu& I 
owe thefe Remarks, and whofe high Stations are the 
happy Effects of confummate Skill in the Art of Pre- 
ferring, deferve the publick Thanks for their Services 
in this kind, is a Subject that juftly claims the Notice of 
fome future EXAMINER. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


To Morrow will be Publith’d, 

¥x* A LETTER to the Examiner, 
concerning the Barrier-Treaty Vindicated. Printed for 
John Morphew, near Stationers-Hall. Price 4d. 

In a few Days will be Publith’d, 

*,* Entertainments of Gallantry ; Or, Re- 
medies for Love. Familiarly Difcours’d, by a Society of 
Perfons of Quality. Printed for Joan Morphew; near 
Stationers-Hall, Price 1s. 

He Four Volumes of Memoirs from the New Atalantis, in §° 
As alfo Four Parts, and an A dix of JOHN BULL, 
Publifhed by the Author of thc faid New Aralantis. The Art ot 
Political Lying, 2d Edition. The Conduét of the Allies, the :th 
Edit. Remarks on the Barrier Treaty, 2d Edit. By the Author 
of the Conduct of the Allies. The Examiners for the Year 1717.11. 
in one {mall Volume in 120. All fold by John Morphew near ota- 
tioner’s Hall. 
prvvent the Publick being impofed upon by Counterfeits : 
The true Royal Chymical Wafh-ball for beautifying the 
sands and Face, as is from the firft Author, without Mercury, or 
any thing prejudicial, largely expericnced, and highly recom- 
mended by all that ufe them ; on that for making the Skia io 
delicately {ott and {mooth, as nor to be parallel’d by either Wath, 
Powder, or Cofmetick: And it being indeed a real beautifier ot 
the Skin, by taking off all Deformities, as Tetears, Ring-worms, 
Morphews, Sun-burns, Scurt, Pimples, Pitts, or rednefs of the 
Small-Pox, keeping it of a laiting and extream Whitenefs ; !: (oon 
alters red or rough Hands, and is admirable in fhaying the Head, 
which not only gives an exquifite fharpnefs to the Razor, but {0 
comtorts the Brain and Nerves, as to prevent taking Cold, and is 
of a gratetul and pleafant Scent ; which | has been fold above thefe 
eight Years, at the corner of Pope’s Head Alley in Cornhil, againit 
the Royal Exchange, and is itill continued to be Sold at the faid 
Shop, by Mr. Lambert, Glove-feller, and at Mrs. King’s Toy-{hop 
in Weltminfter-hall, Price 1s. each, and Allowance by the duzco- 
Beware of Counterfeits which may prove very prejudicial. 
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